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Historic Landmark Designation Report 

116 Ocean Blvd. 

Southern Shores, North Carolina 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: 

 

Historic Name: Small Cottage 

Current Name:  Small World 

2. LOCATION:  

 

116 Ocean Blvd. 

Southern Shores, NC  

27949 

3. LEGAL OWNERS OF PROPERTY: 

 

Clayton J. Small 

David C. Small 

Donald E. Small 

 

4. APPLICANT: 

 

Clayton J. Small 

248 Griggs Acres Dr. 

Point Harbor, NC 27964 

 

5. GENERAL DATA/SITE INFORMATION: 

 

According to Dare County Tax records, Small World was built in 1954.  Dare County 

Register of Deeds records show that the home sits on Lots 7 and 8, Block 18, Section 2.  

Ownership of the property has remained in the same family which has been handed down 

two generations.  In recent years, the fixed costs to operate and maintain the cottage have 

increased dramatically while the condition of the structure has deteriorated.  The cottage 

owners are now facing the hard decision of what to do with the property.  Securing a 

historic landmark designation (with commensurate tax abatement) would influence the 

owners’ decision to retain the property, reinvest in the structure, and maintain its historic 

heritage 

 

Approximate parcel size or acreage: 35,500 sq. feet 

 

Original Use: Summer cottage for family use 



3 
 

 

Present Use: Summer cottage for family use 

 

Architect:  Harry C. Lawrence 

 

Builder:  Curtis Gray 

 

Appraised building value:  $44,600 

 

Appraised detached garage value:  $6,500 

 

Appraised land value:  $1,009,600 

 

Total Tax Value (land and buildings):  $1,060,700 

  

6. ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

 

The cottage at 116 Ocean Boulevard consists of A frame structure and gable roof built 

upon a poured concrete slab.  A large brick fireplace is centered in the floor plan and 

features prominently in exterior views of the structure.  The roof is covered with asphalt 

shingles and the exterior siding is unpainted (gray) asbestos shingles.  The floor plan is 

symmetrical with the dining room and living room in the central area (separated by the 

large floor to ceiling fireplace); the bedrooms in the northeast, southeast, and southwest 

corners; and the kitchen in the northwest corner.  Front (east) and rear (west) entrances 

are via covered screened porches.  Noteworthy interior features include open beams in 

the dining and living rooms and Juniper paneling throughout the cottage.  A two-car 

garage with gable roof is positioned offset to the north and at right angles to the main 

structure.  The garage and cottage were built at the same time by the same contactor 

(Curtis Gray).  Both structures incorporate the same roof and exterior shingles. 

 

Since original construction in 1954, no significant property improvements or architectural 

changes to the structures have occurred.  The cottage at 116 Ocean Boulevard remains as 

it existed nearly 65 years ago and is thought to be one of only two gable roof structures in 

the Southern Shores potential historic landmark inventory. 

 

7. HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: 

 

The cottage located at 116 Ocean Boulevard in Southern Shores, North Carolina was 

built in 1954 by Dr. Lyndon F. Small and his wife Marianne C. Small.  Dr. Small was a 

renowned chemist with a distinguished public service career (see biographical note 

below).  Mr. and Mrs. L.F. Small were frequent visitors to the outer banks of North 

Carolina for most of their lives and owned an oceanfront cottage in Kill Devil Hills from 

the 1930’s until 1954.  During their visits to Kill Devil Hills over the years, Dr. and Mrs. 
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Small were acquainted with both Frank and David Stick. It was through this acquaintance 

that they became aware of the opportunity to relocate to a more secluded beachfront 

location. Dr. and Mrs. Small purchased a lot located in Southern Shores in 1950 and built 

their new oceanfront summer cottage in 1954.  That cottage today stands as built. 

 

Ownership of the cottage has been handed down from generation to generation, and is 

now jointly owned by three grandsons of Dr. and Mrs. Small. 

 

The Small cottage at 116 Ocean Boulevard is historically significant on two counts: 

 

a.  The cottage was designed and built for Dr. Lyndon F. Small, a renowned chemist and 

distinguished public servant; and the chain of ownership has remained unbroken with 

successive direct descendents of Dr. Small 

 

b.  Since it was built in 1954, the cottage has not been architecturally modified.  

 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON DR. LYNDON F. SMALL 

Dr. Small (1897 – 1957), graduated from Dartmouth, received his Master’s degree from 

Harvard and his Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Leading up to 

World War II, Dr. Small directed the Drug Addiction Laboratory, which was established 

at the University of Virginia by the National Research Council’s Division of Medical 

Sciences in 1929.  While at UVA, Dr. Small led a research group to separate the 

beneficial pain-killing qualities of opiates from their addictive qualities.   

 

Preparing for war, the National Institutes of Health requested Dr. Small and his group 

move to Bethesda, Maryland, and change their research focus to the development of 

antimalarials.  Dr. Small’s group was successful in developing numerous effective 

substitutes for quinine and other drugs.  Malaria left untreated would decimate troops in 

the field, notably in the Pacific theater.  With the rapid and continuous appearance of 

some fifty papers by Dr. Small and his associates, his reputation as an alkaloid chemist 

and specialist in morphine chemistry grew accordingly and he was elected to a number of 

important offices.  He was Chairman of the Division of Organic Chemistry of the 

American Chemical Society in 1936; Consultant to the U. S. Public Health Service from 

1929 to 1939; U. S. Technical Representative to the League of Nations in Geneva in 

1931, and a member of the Opium Assay Commission in London in 1937. 

 

In 1941 Small was elected to the National Academy of Sciences and he received in 1949 

the Hillebrand Prize of the Washington Section of the American Chemical Society for 

outstanding research on alkaloid chemistry.  He was elected Member of the reorganized 

Committee on Drug Addiction and Narcotics, National Research Council, in 1947; 

Consultant to the Technical Command, Army Chemical Center, Maryland, in 1950; 

Chairman of the Post Office Advisory Committee in 1951; and Member of the United 

Nations Opium Committee in 1954. 
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8. SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

 

The original structure at 116 Ocean Boulevard, now 64 years old, is a modest (three 

bedroom, two bath) seasonal cottage without heat or air conditioning.  Ownership has 

remained in the same family and has been handed down for two generations.  Use of the 

cottage has been limited to family and friends.  The cottage has not been a rental 

property.   

 

9. ABSTRACT:  

 

The Small cottage at 116 Ocean Boulevard is one of the original oceanfront structures to 

be established in Southern Shores.  Since construction in 1954, no significant property 

improvements or architectural changes to the structures have occurred and remains as it 

existed nearly 65 years ago.  This structure is thought to be one of only two gable roof 

examples in the Southern Shores potential historic landmark inventory. Designed and 

built for Dr. and Mrs. Lyndon F. Small, the cottage has been handed down for two 

generations and is currently owned by three grandsons of Dr. and Mrs. Small. 

In summary, the cottage exhibits integrity in six aspects: design, setting, workmanship, 

materials, feeling, and association. 

 

The cottage, garage and the lots on which they sit (approximately 100 ft. x 390 ft.) are 

proposed for historic designation. 
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Small World, Street View 
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Small World, 1962 Aftermath of Ash Wednesday Storm 
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Small World, 1964.  Donald E. (Gene) Small shirtless on the far left (age 6), Clayton Small 

white tee-shirt in center on top of Jeep (age 9), and David Small second from right with red 

surfboard (age 16). 
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Small World, East Side 

 

Small World, West Side 
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Small World, South Side 

 

Small World, North Side 
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Small World, Detached Garage 
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Small World, Deed 
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Small World, Deed 
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Small World, Deed 
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Small World, Deed 
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Small World Architectural Plans, October 15, 1953 by Harry Lawrence 
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